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violet had better be used, which should be applied but a
moment and then washed off, thus leaving a clean field,
showing only the bacteria lightly stained, with their flagella
still more lightly coloured. In examining the different

bacteria Dr. Pitfield found that the bacillus of typhoid fever,
the colon bacillus, the cholera bacillus, and the bacillus of

hog cholera each stained well by this method and without
the addition of any acid or alkali to the mordant such as
Lomer uses. The bacillus of typhoid fever showed the

flagella most beautifully, and there seemed one flagellum to
each cell that stained more deeply than the others and
appeared larger and stronger.

CHARING-CROSS HOSPITAL MEDICAL SOCIETY.

WE are glad to notice that the Charing-cross Hospital
Medical Society, which for several years has been allowed
to drop into unmerited obscurity, has been set on foot once
more with every prospect of a successful session before it.
The first meeting was held on the 20th inst., when several
members of the school and hospital staff and a large number
of students were present to listen to an instructive paper on
the Abuse of Athletics by Mr. C. D. Francis Burney. An

interesting discussion followed the reading of this paper, in

which Dr. F. W. Mott, Dr. M. S. Pembrey, Mr. Morgan, Mr.
Carter-Braine, and others took part. Mr. Burney replied in
suitable terms. A vote of thanks to the chairman, Mr. C.
Gibbs, F.R.C.S. Eng., brought the proceedings to a close.
These meetings are to be continued once a fortnight
throughout the winter session, and it is hoped that every
student of the hospital will take the opportunity of attending
what is likely to be a very instructive and helpful course.

THE UNQUALIFIED ASSISTANT.
AT an inquest held on Nov. 8th by Dr. Wynn Westcott

at the Shoreditch Coroner’s Court, a special verdict was

given with reference to the employment of an unqualified
assistant at a branch practice. The deceased was an infant

who had been in good health till Nov. 1st. The mother took
him next day to Mr. Currah’s surgery at 92, St. John’s-road,
Hoxton, and there saw a gentleman whom she supposed to
be a qualified medical practitioner. He prescribed a powder
which was duly administered, and on Nov. 4th he pre-
scribed a powder and mixture. At a late hour on that

day the patient became worse and the mother returned

to the surgery, but it was closed, and no one was resident
there. Another medical man was sent for and came at

once, but the child died before his arrival; he made a post-
mortem examination and gave evidence at the inquest that
the cause of death was croupous pneumonia of both lungs,
and that the body was well nourished and free from signs of
injury. The evidence of the prescriber was as follows : " I
am employed by Dr. Currah. I am a dispenser of medicine. I
The mother came to me on Saturday morning, and I gave her
a powder ; she came again on Monday, and I gave her a
mixture of ipecacuanha and ammonia....... I have no legal
qualifications. Dr. Currah’s name is on the door; he lives
close by ; neither of us lives on the premises....... I hava
been twenty years an unqualified practitioner, and it is

very hard to be prevented from practising." The jury
returned a verdict of "Death from acute pneumonia,"
adding an emphatic expression of opinion that unqualified
men should not be permitted to prescribe and dispense
as qualified men. So far the case does not materially
differ from many which are from time to time recorded, and
which have occasionally proved a source of trouble to the
legally qualified associate in the business. The employ-
ment of unqualified assistants is not unlawful, and under
proper supervision their services may be not only useful to
their principals but advantageous to themselves, as for

instance when they happen to be young men on the point
of entering the profession. Mr. Currah, however, in seeking
to justify himself, gave the matter an entirely new and
reprehensible aspect. His evidence was as follows: "1 1

am a registered medical practitioner; I have a branch

practice at 92, St. John’s-road ; I employ Mr. Keating
to dispense there and prescribe for trifling cases; I

am frequently there. He is told to call me whenever

necessary. An unqualified man takes less wages; some

unqualified men are better than some young qualified
men ; but a person who pays only sixpence for medical
attendance does not expect to have medical attend-

ance from a qualified man." Mr. Currah’s remarks were

probably made in haste, and intended only for the limited
audience of a coroner’s court in a poor neighbourhood ; but
further consideration must satisfy him that they will admit
of a highly unfavourable interpretation. His suggestion that
the efficiency of medical services, by whomsoever rendered,
may be estimated according to the fee paid by the patient,
is one which cannot be too promptly and strenuously
repudiated. 
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ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.

AT the recent clinical examination for the Fellowship a
number of interesting cases were brought together, and, as
usual, many Fellows of the College attended in order to see
them. The cases provided for these clinical examinations
for the Fellowship form the best collections of clinical
cases to be seen in London, for patients presenting surgical
conditions typical or rare are sent from all the London

hospitals. In fact, it is probable that nowhere else
in the world can such an assemblage of remarkable cases
be seen. The clinical examinations, like all the other

examinations of the College, are open to all the Fellows. Of

course, it must happen that great variations occur in the
value of the cases shown, and on this occasion they were
not quite up to the average. Two of the cases deserve

mention. One was that of a little girl, eight years of

age, with congenital absence of tibias, but she was able to
"walk" " fairly on the ends of the femora ; as in all these

cases, the fibulas were hypertrophied. The other case was
that of an infant with a translucent fluctuating swelling over
the right parietal bone ; it appeared after an injury, and was
probably what has been called a ’’ traumatic meningocele "
or a 

" cephalbydrocele " ; in this case there was no pulsation

JURIES AND OVERLAYING.

THE commendable zeal shown by coroners in dealing with
cases of overlaying is clearly of little practical value unless it
be supported by the intelligence and good sense of their
jurymen. Unfortunately for the public interest it is not,

always thus aided. In order to prove this we need only
refer to an incident which lately occurred in the Lambeth
Court. The case was that of a woman, the mother of four
children of whom two had died in succession from being
overlain. At the examination on the first occasion the
woman had been carefully warned against having a young
child in bed with her. She had nevertheless persisted in this.
practice, and another death within twelve months was the
result. Mr. Braxton Hicks pointed out these facts,
to his jury. He also informed them that 500 children
had in this way been done to death during the last ten months
in London alone. What was then the decision of these twelve
interpreters of justice ? ? Accidental death, purely accidental.
Well might the coroner describe the process of legal inquiry
under such irrational direction as a " perfect farce." After
the warning conveyed to this mother and impressed by
experience on a former occasion, the least that was com-
patible with sound judgment or consicence in a matter of
public duty was a verdict of neglect. It is impossible even


